Secret Strings: Adult Reference

‘Secret Strings’ is a way of thinking about poems, explained by Michael Rosen in his book: What is Poetry? (2016 Walker Books).

He explains Secret strings as the ways that poems bring words together.

They can include:
· Words sounding like another (for example rhyme, alliteration or assonance)
· One line’s rhythm echoing that of another
· Words or groups of words repeating
· Pictures made by the words used or the way that words are used (the imagery of the poem)
· Opposites

Importantly, Michael Rosen says this:

“Remember, these strings belong to you. They may be strings that the poet had in mind – but maybe not.”

In Bush Fire, look out especially for these secret strings:

· repetition
· imagery
· similes and metaphors 
· personification 
· rhyme
· assonance
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Developing a poetry friendly classroom and school that inspires, excites and enthuses
children and celebrates the value of poetry and language.

Providing many and varied opportunities to lift poems from the page and bring them to life

- reading poetry aloud, performing, dramatising, joining in and hearing poets perform their own work.
Encouraging talk about and connecting to children’s personal experience, giving children permission
and opportunities to share and write about themselves, their feelings and important events using
poetic forms.

Developing teachers’ knowledge, confidence and expertise in their own poetry repertoire and about the
teaching of poetry.

Building poetry into every aspect of the curriculum and not limiting the study or writing of poetry to
the literacy curricutum.

Knowing about and being confident to write and read poetry in a range of models. Understanding that
there are many forms, shapes and sizes of poetry and it doesn't always have to rhyme!

Appreciating that poetry study supports reading, phonics and language development
throughout the primary school age range.

Working with professional poets so that children can understand the process of
poetry creation, performance and presentation.

Understanding the importance of art, drama, music and dance to support and
enhance children's poetry writing and develop responses.

Giving children’s own poetry an audience using a variety of forms.

The Power of Poetry Project was funded by Arts Council England, Grants for the Arts




