Grammar for Writing (as well as for SPaG)
Overview and purpose
All children are taught the grammar and punctuation required to enable them to pass the SPaG standard assessment test at the end of KS2.  However, unlike with the National Literacy Strategy (1998), nowadays, this grammar is all too often taught in isolation.  Many teachers believe that you get the best ‘results’ (i.e. scores on the SATs test) by teaching SPaG rather as if it were Latin or maths, i.e. a subject unrelated to reading, writing or literacy in general.  However, evidence suggests that children do far better in English generally, including in their assessments in writing in KS2 and KS3, if the grammar taught is linked to and in a fluid relationship with, their higher-level literacy skills, including comprehension and writing.  

This session will encourage the development of a grammar for writing approach. The session lasts a minimum of 45 minutes.  

The structure of this staff meeting follows the ‘GROW’ heuristic. See the information in ‘About Hamilton Staff Meetings’ for an explanation of this model. 

Preparation
· Create sets of Grammar cards (print and cut out 1 set for each group of 3-4 staff)
· Print copies of the handout Grammatical Features of Text Types (1 per person)
· Ensure you can display resource documents as required in the session, either by using the PowerPoint provided or by displaying the copies provided in the resources on a screen.  
· Edit Slide 3 to match the goal of the session – see section 1 below.
· Edit Slide 15 to set expectation for use of the ideas presented and your agreed methods to support the work and monitor progress – see section 7 below.


THE MEETING – step by step
1. Input (Slide 3)

Identify the goal of this session, linking it to your school’s context.  Perhaps you are responding to:
· information gained through end of term/year assessments 
· a dilemma identified through staff discussion/ subject monitoring/ SLT deep dive
· a book trawl, where it is apparent that children are failing to draw on their grammatical knowledge in their own independent writing
Explain that this session will deal with how children’s growing understanding of grammar and grammatical concepts can help them to write more effectively.   	2 minutes

2. Short Discussion (Slide 4)
What connections do we make between SPaG teaching and children’s own independent writing? 
Ask teachers why it is a good idea to make connections between the teaching of SPaG and children’s own independent writing. Stress that we are not talking about writing sentences in grammar exercises nor about writing short paragraphs in response to closed or open questions.  We are thinking of extended independent writing.  

Ask staff to consider the specific ways in which they attempt to make these connections at the moment. Encourage honesty – there are no ‘right’ answers! 
Allow discussion in pairs or 3s. 								5 minutes

3. Input (Slides 5-7)
Why should we link SPaG to independent writing? 
Display Connections between SPaG and Extended Writing and share the reasons for making these links.  
Conclude by stressing that if children USE the grammar they have been taught in their own writing, not only will their understanding of the grammar improve, so will their writing and comprehension.
I hear and I forget, I see and I understand, I do and I remember – in this instance, the ‘doing’ is using the grammar in our own writing.							5 minutes

4. Staff Activity (Slides 8-9)
Which aspects of grammar are features of particular types of text? 
Display Three aspects of grammar and point out how grammar relates to writing.  

Explain that we are now going to attempt to match aspects of grammar to specific features of particular text genres.   Hand out sets of Grammar cards (1 set to each group of 3-4 staff) and display Text types either on the PowerPoint or using the paper version.

Task – Decide together which aspect of grammar will best match which text type.  Say that you are aware that some aspects will come under more than one heading but that colleagues should try to be particular and should not match any one piece of grammatical learning to more than three text genres.
	 	10 minutes

5. Reflection (Slide 10)
Matching grammar learning to different text-types 
Take a few minutes to take feedback, with three questions as stimulus for discussion:
 - Were there clear candidates for each type? Or certain ‘homes’ for some aspects of grammar?
 - Was it difficult to decide what aspects of grammar were relevant to some text types, e.g. to persuasive writing?
 - Did some text types, e.g. narrative, have obvious grammatical features, e.g. past tense?  
Distribute copies of Grammatical Features of Text Types and allow teachers to compare these suggestions with their own ideas.  Stress that several different opinions may be equally valid because actually some grammatical features are applicable to several types of text.  	
	5 minutes


6. Input (Slides 11-12)
How do we link SPaG to independent writing? 
Agree that we need strategies to help us link whatever it is that we are teaching in SPaG to children’s writing.  Display.   
Display Not-so-great pedagogy from Enabling success at extended writing This was a fall-back pedagogy for teachers trying to get good examples of extended writing.
Explain that research demonstrates that we can do a lot better if we teach in advance, and thus prepare the ground.  That is to say, we not only stimulate and inspire, we also prepare children by teaching an aspect of grammar that will be useful in the type of extended writing we have in mind.  We can then adopt a stronger and more nuanced pedagogy.
Talk through the Pedagogy for Grammar in Extended Writing, pointing out how the teaching of grammar becomes an integral part of the process of teaching writing.  
If appropriate, display an Example of a three-week teaching sequence which adopts this approach – clicking on the graphic on Slide 12 links to the plan on the Hamilton web-site. 
10 minutes
7. Onwards and upwards (Slides 13-15)
Extended writing
Read through Writing in Primary Schools from the CLPE and agree how good practice encompasses all of these strategies.  Point out the red-highlighted item in the list.  This is what we have been discussing today and we can see how it fits into a well-grounded approach to providing extended writing tasks for children.  
Summarise what we have learned about the links between SPaG and extended writing:
I hear and I forget, I see and I understand, I do and I remember - linking the learning of grammar to their extended writing helps children to remember the grammar taught and also to extend and deepen their writing skills.  	
Finally, discuss how to support each other and monitor our own classroom practice going forward. Options could include:
· Review children’s extended writing in six- or eight-weeks’ time.
· In pairs or teams, visit each other’s classrooms and share examples of practice
· SLT deep dive into writing, including links to SPaG as one aspect of the review
		5 minutes
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