Poetry – developing skills and inspiring children

Overview and purpose
A poetry-rich curriculum is an entitlement for every child. We know that poetry can delight, challenge and engage children of all ages. We also know that, when utilised by teachers, poetry can increase children’s attainment in reading, their comprehension and orality. It can also engender different types of extended writing.

This session has been designed to enable teachers to consider how they use poetry in their classrooms. It will demonstrate the power of poetry to develop and enrich children’s language, reading and writing,

The session lasts a minimum of 45 minutes.  

The structure of this staff meeting follows the ‘GROW’ heuristic. See the information in ‘About Hamilton Staff Meetings’ for an explanation of this model. 

Preparation
· Ensure you can display the slides required in the session, either by using the PowerPoint provided or by displaying the provided resources on a screen.  
· Edit Slide 3 to match your goals – see section 1 below.
· Copy handouts: Secret Strings and Poetry in Primary Schools: What we know works 

THE MEETING – step by step

1. Introduction (slide 3)
Identify the goal of this session, linking it to your school’s context. 
Perhaps you are striving to develop:
· vocabulary exposure and knowledge across the school
· children’s oral skills
· children’s confidence and agility in their writing
· children’s cultural capital as part of a broad and diverse curriculum
This session will demonstrate how teachers can use poetry to develop children’s speaking, reading and writing.		2 minutes

2. Input and short discussion (slides 4 and 5) 
Share the research extracts. Ask pairs of teachers to discuss the following questions:
· What poems are familiar to you?
· What poems do children in your class know well? 
· What is your attitude to poetry? 
Take feedback. A key point here is that by exposing children to poetry, teachers will develop their own knowledge and understanding of it.
Navigate to CLPE website (slide 6 - click screenshot to link to it directly) to point out that it is easy to track down poems. Mention other sources, including books, appropriate to your school. No-one should be prevented from using poems in their teaching because they perceive a lack of access to poetry!	6 minutes

3. Staff Activity (slides 7 and 8)
How can we develop of exposure to poetry?
Share two poems (slide 7) with staff. Take feedback on the general questions asked. Keep this brief.   
With colleagues in groups of 3 or 4, hand out copies of Secret Strings.  They should study Bushfire (slide 8) and try to identify its ‘secret strings’, e.g. the sound patterns, structure, features, imagery and vocabulary used in the poem. 		  10 minutes		
4. Feedback and further input (slides 9 and 10)
Take feedback about the poem – what ‘secret strings’ did teachers find?  Possible suggestions include alliteration (big, bad, bring), assonance (summer, rumour), repetition, personification (fire is angry…), word pictures/imagery (wild as…), rhyming patterns (e.g. red/spread, hot/lot), steady rhythm.
Who do they think the poem is addressed to?  Is it trying to proselytise? (probably not).  
Outline the technical and meta-skills being developed for reading (slides 9 and 10), relating back to the discussions that teachers engaged in as they worked on the Secret Strings.	10 minutes

5. Input (slide 11)
Outline ways of developing writing skills. Stress that poetry – even short poems – can be an excellent stimulus for children’s extended writing.  Indeed, teachers often report that a poem has generated some of the best writing children produce in that year.  
Consider colleagues’ experiences with three ways that poetry can be used as a stimulus for writing.
1. Where children write their own poem.
2. Where children write a comparison of two poems or an appreciation of a poem.
3. Where the poem is used to stimulate a piece of prose writing.	4 minutes

6. Staff activity and input (slides 12 to 15)
Point out two different ways that children can be stimulated to write their own poem (slide 12). Colleagues each take a minute to think which one is more suited to the poem shown.  They show left or right hands to indicate the way outlined on the left or right of the screen.  Choose different people to give reasons for their choice. 
Move on to the poetry comparison (slide 13), asking a different colleague to read each poem aloud.  Take votes on which people prefer. For each poem, choose two or three to give reasons for their preference.  Show how a discussion of the form or features of the poem may naturally follow, using slide 14 to make this point. 
Finally move on to prose writing inspired by poetry (slide 15) and show how this can take many different forms, e.g. fiction and different genres of non-fiction.	10 minutes

7. Onwards and upwards (slide 16)
Discuss how to support each other and monitor classroom practice going forward. 
Options could include:
· Within teams, plan how to use poetry to support writing in an upcoming unit of learning
· Create opportunities for staff and children to share their growing knowledge of poetry
· Design a way to celebrate children’s writing when poetry has been used as a stimulus 
		3 minutes
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